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^number  of  deaths 
*of  the  disease:  the 


moj^nc’e 
rfed  from  This  jail  was  44;  and 
among  the  prisoners  discharged 
at  about  23.  The  total  mor- 


total  number  who  died  in  andHve 
the  deaths  jat  the  various  hospitals 
from  this  establishment)  may  be  sta 
tality  therefore  among  these  two  classes  may  be  stated,  in  the  opinion 
committee,  at  67:  but  as  some  doubtful  cases  have  been  submitted 
the  committee  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  maximum  did 
76,  including  therein  the  whole  of  these  alleged  cases. — 
tee  had  the  best  opportunity  to  procure  correct  informa- 
access  to  the  returns  of  the  physicians,  and  the  constituted 
and  having  visited  every  discharged  prisoner  in  the  several 
'‘as  well  as  those  confined  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  where 
thy^akttendance  was  daily  given  as  long  as  the  necessity  of  the  case 


..^ith  the  exception  of  this  terrible  visitation,  the  state  of  this  prison 
lot  materially  varied  from  that  of  last  year. 

The  same  system  of  illegal  commitments  is  still  practised  by  some  of 
le  magistrates.  Persons  are  still  committed  as  “  idle  and  disorderly, 
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till  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.”  The  magistrates  who  thus  violate 
the  law,  cannot  even  offer  the  plea  of  ignorance  in  extenuation  of  tl 
offences,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Recorder,  Mr.  Mcllvaine,  on  this 
point,  was  published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city  in  November^ 
Another  practice  of  some  magistrates,  one  equally  contrary 
is  that  of  discharging  vagrants  after  their  conviction £ftd  be 

_ •  x: _ Ti-u  • _ , _  1 


expiration  of  their  sentences. 

There  is  no  provision  made  by  law  to  supply  untriffl  pri 
clothing,  and  when  they  a* e^dej|dned  /or  moqths  in  f 
often  in  a  state  of  destitution  (particularly  iiiftng  say 
ther)  and  where  the  individual  is  detained,  not  for  tti 
sentence  whatever — but,  contrary  to  the  lay 
is  more  aggravated.  »  ^ 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  anotharj 
between  the  sessions  of  the  cjffminaf  #ouft9. 
every  reflecting  mind  thqfrlfhe  wants  of  this  c 
criminal  courts  to  sit  much  more  wequentfy. 

It  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  tile 
citizen  in  a  prison  for  a  long  period  before  Tiis  tr$ 
being  to  secure  his  presence' to  answer  the  charged 
and  not  to  inflict  a  punishment.  If  this  be 
accused ,  who  cannot  find  security*  what  will 
men  nesses ,  whp  may  ij^ble  to  pro( 
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charged  with  a  high 
ment  of  six  months 


against  him,  e( 


sessions  a 
e  may  Aus  suffer, 
he  is  blught  to  his 


^vho  is 
mprison- 
witnesses 
rtune.  But 


ugfi  the  commonwealth  enforces 
by  compelling  them  to  give  bail, 


fstitute,  mAt  en3*ure  a  similar 
the  injustice  does  not  end  here ; 
the  presence  of  her  witnesses, 
or  by  committing  them,  the  accuJed  possesses  no  such  right ,  and  the 
witnesses  in  his  favour  may  all  be  dispersed  before  his  trial  comes  on. 
If,  when  at  length  brought  to  his  trial,  he  should  be  acquitted,  not  the 
slightest  recompense  is  made  to  him  for  all  the  suffering  he  has  under¬ 
gone.  The  Mayor’s  Court  and  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  are  hei4  only 
four  times  in  a  year.  In  Boston  and  New  York  the  criminal, sit 
very  frequently.  This  is  an  important  subject,  and  the  committ|r(A)|^t 
that  the  Society  will  give  it  that  serious  attention  which  it  deserves. 
Documents  marked  A,  exhibit  the  number  of  commitments,  &c.  to  this 
jail  for  1831  and  1832.  The  committee  hope  that  their  next  annual  re¬ 
port  will  record  the  demolition  of  this  prison,  and  the  removal  of  thd 
establishment  to  the  new  county  prison,  the  building  of  which  is  in  sucj 


*  This  opinion  was  delivered  on  the  17th  of  November,  1829,  in  the  case  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  relation  of  Williams  against  lleakirt,  keeper  of  the  Prison. 
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rapid  progress,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  that  it  may  be  ready  for 
tffce  reception  of  prisoners  early  in  the  ensuing  year.  A  description  of 
(us  prison,  politely  furnished  by  Mr.  Thomas  U.  Walter,  the  architect, 
is  subjoined. 


t.  New  County  Prison . 

't  1 .  **  •  V  u 

^.“This  prison  occupies  a  front  of  310  feet  on  the  Passyunk  road,  by 
So  feet  in  depth,  and  is  enclosed  by  a  substantial  yard  wall. 

The  front  is  composed  of  Quincy  Sienite,  a  strong  and  durable  ma¬ 
terial,  rema^^jly  well  adapted  to  the  construction  of  a  prison.  The 
style^ aijWtecture  is  castellated  gothic.  The  facade  comprises  a 
cenIR  bujjJPng,  which  recedes  50  feet  from  the  line  of  the  street,  and 
is  52  feet  front  at  the  base,  and  diminishes  in  offsets  at  each  story,  cap¬ 
ped  with  a  belting  course.  It  is  3  stories  high,  surmounted  by  circular 
ward  towers ,  on  the  corners,  of  5^  feet  in  diameter,  by  14  feet  high. 
These  towers  are  supported  on  large  corbels,  and  crowned  with  a  pro¬ 
jecting  embattled  parapet.  That  part  of  the  building  comprised  be- 
tw^n  these  towers  is  50  feet  high,  and  is  also  finished  with  a  projecting 
SSfPPttled  parapet,  supported  on  corbels. 

Qi^»ch  si<^e  of  the  centre  building  are  wings  receding  10  feet;  they 
are  ou feet  wide,  surmounted  by  a  parapet  pierced  with  embrasures. 
In  each  of  these  wings  there  is  a  gate  of  entrance,  10  feet  wide  and  17 
feet  high.  The  upper  part  of  the  ga£e  is  secured  by  a  massive  wrought 
iron  portcull^  The  gates  are  formed  of  oak  plank,  in  the  most  durable 
manner.  \j  .  * 

_  i  » 

These  wings  are  ornamented  w^k  narrow  pointed  windows  in  the 
first,  and  slip  windows  in  the  secorr<Hories.  At  each  extremity  there 
are  massive  octagonal  towers,  terminating  in  embattled  parapets,  and 
ornamented  with  narrow  pointed  windows.  From  these  octagonal 
towers  extends  a  yard  wall,  which  recedes  15  feet  from  the  front  of  the 
wings,  and  is  built  of  hewn  stone,  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  front,  and 
appears  to  compose  a  part  of  the  main  edifice.  At  each  extremity  of 
this  wall  there  are  bastions  15  feet  wide  at  the  base,  13  feet  at  the  top, 
and  20  feet  high,  crowned  with  embattled  parapets. 

The  whole  front  is  ornamented  with  architraves,  labels,  corbels,  &c. 
peculiar  to  the  style. 

The  centre  building  is  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  keeper  and  his 
family,  excepting  one  room,  which  is  to  be  reserved  for  the  inspectors. 
Each  of  the  wings  contains  (in  the  lower  story)  a  lobby,  or  place  of  en- 
•  trance,  and  an  office.  The  second  story  is  intended  for  an  infirmary. 

T’he  cells  are  built  in  two  blocks ,  extending  from  the  offices  in  each 
..wing,  at  right  angles  with  the  principal  front.  They  contain  408  cells, 
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9  feet  wide,  13  feet  long,  and  9  feet  high.  There  is  a  corridor  in  the 
centre  of  each  block,  the  whole  height  of  the  building,  and  20  feet 
wide,  lighted  by  vertical  windows  fixed  in  the  roof.  All  the  cell  doorS^ 
may  be  seen  at  the  same  time  from  a  window  in  the  office. 

Each  cell  has  a  separate  flue  for  ventilation,  a  separate  flue  for  ad¬ 
mitting  warm  air  from  the  furnace,  an  aperture  for  admitting  cold  air, 
a  hydrant,  and  a  water  closet.  These  cells  being  built  3  stories 
the  upper  stories  are  approached  by  means  of  galleries  supported  on 
strong  cast  iron  brackets.  The  light  is  received  into  the  cells  througlj 
a  window  4  inches  wide  and  4\  feet  long,  made  secure  by  a  cast  iron 
frame  glazed  with  pressed  glass,  to  prevent  the  prisoner  looking  out. 
The  casings  of  the  cell  doors  are  made  of  cast  iron.  Thfc^fcterior  doors 
are  gratings  made  of  wrought  iron.  The  exterior  doors  are  nBfie  of  u^od. 
The  movements  of  the  prisoner  may  be  inspected  at  any  time  witnout 
his  knowledge,  through  a  small  aperture  made  in  this  door  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  which  is  ordinarily  kept  closed. 

The  exterior  cell  doors  are  so  constructed  that  they  may  all  be  open 
at  the  same  time,  without  the  prisoners  seeing  each  other.  This  renders 
the  establishment  convenient  for  religious  instruction.  Worship  may 


be  performed  in  the  corridors,  within  hearing  of  all  the  prisoner^tod 
the  speaker  be  unobserved. 


The  arrangement  of  the  prison  into  two  distinct  blocks  of  cells^fcffilces, 
gates  of  entrance,  &c.  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  untried 
prisoners  and  the  convicts  completely  separate.  By  this  arrangement 
the  visits  of  relatives,  counsel,  &c.  to  the  untried  prisoners,  need  not  be 
interdicted,  nor  the  solitude  of  the  fconvicts  interrupted.*^ 

The  corner  stone  of  this  edifice  was  laid  on  the  2nd  day  6f  April,  1832. 
We  have  proceeded  with  the  w<A  during  the  past  year  with  great 
rapidity,  and  anticipate  having  t^p  whole  under  roof,  and  the  north 


block  of  cells  entirely  finished,  by  the  close  of  next  season,  (1833.) 

The  location  of  this  prison  appears  to  be  remarkably  healthy.  All 
the  men  employed  on  the  wrork  since  the  commencement,  have  enjoyed 
good  health ;  we  have  had  150  at  one  time. 

From  this  hasty  description  you  may  be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
construction  of  the  building,  and  its  approximation  towards  completion. 
You  will  observe  that  the  system  of  solitary  confinement  adopted  in  this 
prison  is  the  same  as  that  practised  at  the  eastern  state  penitentiary, 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  only  system  by  which  we  can  hope  to  produce 
a  permanent  reform  in  the  subjects  of  prison  discipline. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  in  imprisonment,  is  the  knowledge  the  pri¬ 
soners  acquire  of  each  other  while  in  confinement.  The  Pennsylvania 
system  is  the  only  means  of  preventing  this  evil,  and,  could  the  same 


*  All  the  prisoners  are  kept  apart  from  each  other. 


7 


principle  be  effected  in  all  the  primary  prisons  throughout  the  state,  the 
benefit  would  be  incalculable.” 


*  *  Walnut  Street  Prison . 

The  committee  have  nothing  new  to  report  in  relation  to  the  peniten¬ 
tiary  in  Walnut  street.  Document  B.  will  show  the  number  of  pri¬ 
soners  received  and  discharged  for  the  past  year,  the  nature  of  the 
offences,  &<*•  The  inspectors  took  all  the  precautions  that  zeal  and 
wisdom  cot^fl  suggest,  to  guard  against  the  cholera,  and  every  precau¬ 
tion  was  made  in  case  the  disease  reached  the  prison.  Fortunately  but 
a  single  case  occurred. 

From  the  present  advanced  state  of  the  buildings  of  the  eastern  peni¬ 
tentiary  and  the  new  county  jail,  it  is  hoped  that  the  prisoners  may 
also  remove  from  the  Walnut  street  prison  during  the  ensuing  year. 


The  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  committee  embrace  with  great  satisfaction  the  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  Society  on  the  success  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  of 
prison  discipline,  now  in  operation  in  the  eastern  penitentiary.  It  can¬ 
not  fail  of  being  a  source  of  high  gr»fication  to  the  Society  that  their 
labours  and  exertions  in  a  great  decree  procured  the  adoption  of  the 
system  of  the  entire  separation  of  the  prisoners  from  each  other,  and 
their  employment  in  useful  and  laborious  occupations.  It  will  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  the  Society,  deeply  impressed  with  the  value  and  advanta¬ 
ges  of  this  system,  very  soon  after  their  reorganization,*  turned  their 
attention  to  this  important  subject,  and  in  their  memorial  to  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  adopted  on  the  29th  of  January,  1788,  state  that  they  are  “  fully 
convinced  that  punishment  by  more  private ,  or  even  solitary  labour, 
would  more  successfully  tend  to  reclaim  the  unhappy  objects,  as  it  might 
be  conducted  more  steadily  and  uniformly,  and  the  kind  and  portion  of 
labour  better  adapted  to  the  different  abilities  of  the  criminals;”  and 
they  add,  that  by  these  means  u  the  evils  of  familiarizing  young  minds 
to  vicious  characters,  would  be  removed.”  The  legislature  entered  into 
the  views  of  the  Society,  and  in  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of 

*  The  Society  was  re-organized  on  the  6th  of  May,  1787. 
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April,  1790,  expressed  the  hope  “  that  the  addition  of  unremitted  soli¬ 
tude  to  laborious  employment,  as  far  as  it  can  be  adopted,  will  contri¬ 
bute  as  much  to  reform  as  to  deter.”  Unfortunately  a  fair  trial  was  not 
and  could  not  be  made  in  a  prison  so  defective  in  all  the  requisites  ne¬ 
cessary  to  a  complete  supervision  and  separation  of  the  prisoners,  as  the 
jail  in  Walnut  street;  but  so  much  was  accomplished  that  no  doubt  re¬ 
mained  that  in  a  penitentiary  properly  constructed,  the  system  would 
succeed.  The  Society,  therefore,  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  suitable  buildings,  in  which  the 
solitary,  or  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoners,  with  labour,  could  be 
properly  carried  into  execution.* 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1818,  the  act  for  the  erection  of  the^fate  peniten¬ 
tiary,  in  the  town  of  Allegheny,  opposite  Pittsburgh,  was  parsed,  and  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1821,  “an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  state  peniten¬ 
tiary  within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,”  was  approved  by  the 
governor.  The  friends  of  the  system  of  separate  confinement  and  labour 
now  congratulated  themselves  on  the  prospect  of  its  receiving  a  fair  trial 
in  Pennsylvania.  But  new  difficulties  were  to  be  met — new  obstacles 
were  to  be  overcome — an  opposition  arose  which  not  only  retarded  the 
completion  of  the  buildings,  but  for  a  time  endangered  the  system  itself. 
The  exertions  of  the  Society  were  unremitted,  and  at  their  request 
Samuel  R.  Wood,  Esq.  repaired  to  Harrisburg  in  the  winter  of  1828-9. 
His  services  were  most  valuable.  Several  distinguished  members  of  the 
legislature  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  a  system  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  promise  such  advantage.  The  able  chairman  of  the  judiciary 
committee,  Garrick  Mallary,  Esq.,  proved  a  zealous  and  powerful  friend 
to  the  cause.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1829,  “  a  further  supplement  to  an 
act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  tfeis  commonwealth”  was  passed ;  and 
by  this  enactment,  persons  convicpd  of  the  crimes  therein  enumerated, 
are  to  be  sentenced  to  suffer  punishment  by  separate  confinement  at  la¬ 
bour.  The  acting  committee  having  been  appointed  official  visiters,  have 
endeavoured  faithfully  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  It  may 
be  proper  to  state  some  of  the  pre-eminent  advantages  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  think  the  system  of  separate  confinement  of  prisons  at  labour 
possesses. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  great  objects  of  punishment  are  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to  reform  the  criminal.  That  sys¬ 
tem  of  punishment  which  secures  the  attainment  of  these  objects  in  the 
highest  degree,  will  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  public. 

*  See  the  memorial  of  the  Society  to  the  legislature  of  14th  of  December,  1801.  Joint 
memorial  of  the  inspectors  of  the  prison  and  of  the  Society,  25th  January,  1803.  The 
memorials  of  the  Society  of  the  12th  of  January,  1818 — 22nd  January,  1821,  be. 

The  Society  have  never  advocated,  a  system  of  total  seclusion  from  all  intercourse,  nor  of 
confinement  without  labour. 
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Man,  as  a  social  being,  derives  his  chief  happiness  from  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellows.  He  eagerly  seeks  for  society,  that  he  may  increase 
his  joys,  and  assuage  his  sorrows.  To  be  totally  cut  off  from  the  com¬ 
panions  with  whom  he  has  been  accustomed  to  associate,  and  to  be 
secluded  from  the  world,  will  fill  the  bosom  of  any  man  with  dread. 
Therefore  he,  whose  past  life  has  been  such  as  to  render  reflection 
terrible,  will  endeavour  to  avoid  incurring  that  punishment,  which  not 
only  deprives  him  of  liberty  and  society,  but  also  compels  him  to  com¬ 
mune  with  his  own  heart.  Old  convicts  are  generally  cautious  not  to  com¬ 
mit  those  offences  which  are  punished  by  separate  confinement  at  labour, 
and  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  eastern  penitentiary,  for  the  first 
offence,  is  prQportionably  greater  than  in  the  other  prisons:  and  of  those 
discharged  from  this  jail,  none  have  been  yet  recommitted.  That  re¬ 
commitments  will  take  place,  will  not  admit  of  a  doubt;  but  the  com¬ 
mittee  believe  they  will  be  greatly  diminished ;  especially  when  the 
same  system  is  carried  into  effect  in  the  county  prisons.  In  addition 
to  the  above  facts,  the  committee  have,  in  their  visits  to  the  other 
prisons,  heard  many  of  the  prisoners  express  their  strong  apprehensions 
of  the  severity  of  this  mode  of  punishment.  That  it  is  severe,  is  admit¬ 
ted,  but  to  accomplish  the  end,  it  must  be  severe.  It  is  not,  however, 
cruel — the  severity  is  salutary,  not  only  in  promoting  the  general  good, 
in  preventing  the  commission  of  crime,  but  it  is  also  beneficial  to  the 
convict  himself.  In  the  solitude  and  silence  of  his  room,  he  cannot 
avoid  reflecting  on  his  past  life,  and  is  forced  to  acknowledge  that  his 
punishment  is  a  just  retribution  for  his  past  offences.  His  conscience 
is  awakened — its  whisperings  must  be  heard,  and  he  will  probably  be 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  his  situation.  Treated  with  kindness  by  those 
who  have  the  charge  of,  or  hold  ofjcial  intercourse  with  him,  his  evil 
propensities  will  be  checked,  and  the  Wetter  feelings  of  his  nature  aroused. 
Instructed  in  some  useful  employment,  labour  will  be  a  source  of  grati¬ 
fication — habits  of  industry  will  thus  supplant  those  of  idleness.  From 
the  Scriptures  and  the  visits  of  the  ministers  of  our  Holy  Religion,  he 
will  be  taught  the  value  of  his  immortal  soul,  and  to  prepare  for  the 
judgment  to  come.  On  his  discharge  he  will  not  be  turned  helpless 
and  destitute  on  the  world,  and  having  acquired  the  knowledge  of  some 
useful  trade,  and  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  he  will  have  the  means 
of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood.  If  disposed  to  do  well  his  path  can¬ 
not  be  crossed  by  any  of  his  fellow  prisoners;  to  them  he  is  as  much 
unknown  as  if  he  had  never  entered  the  walls  of  the  jail ; — not  having 
been  even  subjected  to  the  gaze  of  visiters,  few  will  know  that  he  has 
been  an  inmate  of  a  penitentiary. — Should  he,  however,  leave  the  jail 
on  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  not  better  than  when  he  entered  it, 
he  cannot  be  worse.  He  has  been  subjected  to  the  influence  of  no 
contaminating  examples — he  has  not  been  the  pupil  of  the  expert  or 
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daring  villain,  and  thereby  schooled  in  the  various  arts  and  modes  by 
which  crime  can  be  successfully  perpetrated:  no  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  him  of  exercising  a  malign  influence  on  others.  It  is  true, 
that  instruction  is  given  in  other  penitentiaries;  but  where  the  prisoners 
are  employed  together ,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  some  intercourse 
from  taking  place  between  them,  while  in  confinement,  and  when  they 
meet  after  their  discharge,  they  immediately  recognise  each  other. 

The  committee  have  attempted  thus  briefly  to  point  out  some  of  the 
advantages  of  the  system  of  separate  confinement  at  labour:  to  enu¬ 
merate  all  of  them  would  require  more  of  your  time  than  the  committee 
deem  themselves  warranted  in  occupying. 

They  will  now  proceed  to  give  the  Society  a  sketch  of  the  state  of 
this  prison. 

The  first  prisoner  was  received  at  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  on  the 
25th  of  October,  1829,  and  the  whole  number  up  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1833,  is  142.  Of  this  number,  4  are  females.*  Their  diet  is  course,  but 
nutritious;  and  the  clothing  comfortable-!  They  are  kept  regularly 
employed,!  and  when  the  work  of  the  day  is  over,  those  who  can  read 
are  furnished  with  Bibles,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Warden,  have 
the  use  of  a  small  but  well  selected  library,  provided  by  the  Society. 

When  a  prisoner  does  not  know  how  to  read,  pains  are  taken  to  teach 
him.  If  he  be  unacquainted  with  any  trade,  or  with  one  that  cannot 
be  pursued  in  the  prison,  he  is  instructed  in  one.  On  Sunday  the  estab¬ 
lishment  is  generally  visited  by  some  clergyman,  who  imparts  religious 
instruction  to  its  inmates.  These  visits  are  not  confined  exclusively  to 
the  first  day  of  the  week. 

The  treatment  of  the  prisoners  by  all  the  officers  is  marked  by  its 
kindness  and  firmness,  and  punishment  is  rarely  inflicted,  and  the  lash 
is  never  used.  f 

Neatness  and  cleanliness  are  carefully  observed,  both  in  the  cells  and 
persons  of  the  prisoners,  which,  together  with  regular  exercise  and  diet, 
have  preserved  the  general  health  of  the  establishment.  The  number 
of  deaths  for  the  past  year  has  been  four.  The  committee  on  this 
point  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  pt^sician’s  report. 

From  the  observation  the  committee  have  made  they  have  come  to 

*  Each  prisoner  is  supplied  with  a  pint  of  coffee  and  a  pound  of  bread,  (two-thirds  of 
rye  and  one-third  of  Indian  meal,)  for  breakfast  5  a  pint  of  soup,  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
of  beef,  (without  bone,)  of  which  the  soup  is  made,  and  potatoes  for  dinner  ;  mush  and 
about  a  gill  of  molasses  for  supper.  They  are  not  restricted  in  the  quantity  of  potatoes 
or  mush. 

t  The  clothing  in  summer  consists  of  muslin  shirts,  roundabout  jackets,  trowsers  of 
cotton,  and  shoes — the  jacket  and  trowsers  made  of  cassimere ;  and  woollen  stockings, 
and  caps  are  furnished  in  winter.  The  bedding  consists  of  a  straw  or  corn  husk  mat¬ 
tress,  and  muslin  sheets  in  summer,  and  in  winter  blankets  are  added. 

+  1  he  principal  trades  carried  on  are  weaving  and  shoemaking. 
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the  conclusion,  that  short  sentences  are  not  attended  with  great  com¬ 
parative  advantage ;  and  if  they  be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion, 
would  say  that  a  sentence  from  two  to  three  years  (say  three  years) 
would  produce  a  result  decidedly  more  beneficial,  than  one  for  a  more 
limited  period.  Not  only  are  bad  habits  to  be  eradicated,  but  good  ones 
must  have  time  to  become  established,  and  time  is  necessary  in  many 
cases,  for  instruction  in  some  useful  trade. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of  March,  1831,  the 
inspectors  took  measures  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect.  Their  report 
hereunto  annexed,  will  show  the  progress  made  in  the  erection  of  the 
new  cells,  and  also  the  improvements  which  experience  has  suggested 
in  them,  and  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  prison  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  warden.  (See  Documents  C.) 


Western  Penitentiary . 

Although  the  committee  have  had  no  opportunity  of  making  a  per¬ 
sonal  examination  of  this  prison,  from  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  and 
information  obtained  from  other  sources,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  most  adviseable  to  sell  it,  or  pull  the  cells  down,  as  from  its 
construction  it  is  entirely  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  of  separate  confine¬ 
ment  or  labour. 


The  committee  having  ascertain^}  that  the  situation  of  the  jail  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  engaged  thf  attention  of  congress,  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  authorized  and  requested  the 
President  of  the  Society  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  proceed  to 
Washington  and  furnish  any  information  that  congress  or  a  committee 
might  desire.  Mr.  S.  R.  Wood  was  appointed,  and  proceeded  to  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  library,  and  to  render  it  more 
useful,  regulations  have  been  adopted,  which  will  extend  its  advantages 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Society. 

Documents  D,  shows  the  business  of  the  criminal  courts  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  for  1831 — 1832. 

The  committee  cannot  close  their  report,  without  offering  a  tribute 
of  affectionate  respect  to  the  memory  of  their  departed  friend  and  asso¬ 
ciate,  Edward  Bettle. — To  him  the  Society  owe  much,  and  by  his  death 
they  have  been  deprived  of  one  of  their  most  valued  and  zealous  mem¬ 
bers.  While  the  committee  cannot  but  mourn  his  loss,  they  enter- 
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tain  a  confident  hope  that  he  is  now  enjoying  a  rich  reward  for  a  life  of 
active  benevolence  and  exemplary  piety. 

By  order  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for 
Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons. 

Attested,  Jan.  1, 1833,  WM.  WHITE,  President, 

James  J.  Barclay,  Sectetary  Jl.  C. 
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The  Society  will  feel  obliged  for  any  information  in  relation  to  the 
different  prisons  in  America  and  Europe. 

Communications  are  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretaries,  No.  119, 
Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 


APPENDIX 


[A.  1.] 

A  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  commitments  received  at  the 
Jail  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia ,  ( Arch  Street)  for 
the  year  1832 — the  offences ,  sexes ,  8$c. 


1 

Months  of  the  year . 

Charged  with  Felonies,  and 
other  offences  punished 
by  fine  and  imprisonment 
at  hard  labour, . 

Charged  with  Misdemeanors, 
and  other  offences  pun-  | 

ished  by  fine  and  impri¬ 
sonment, . 

jCharged  with  being  Dis- 
1  turbers  of  the  Peace,  Idle, 

|  and  Disorderly, . 

a 

3  2  2 
2  o' 

J. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  number  each  month, 

' 

■>  o  ^ 

“  P‘ 

X'  3  P 

J  (0  w 

^  P 

a  cq 

P  I-S 
r»  95 

P  P 
3  3 
&.  3- 

Whites . 

Blacks, . 

Whites, . 

’  ! 

i 

u 

3d 

s' 

■> 

a 

1832. 

January, 

85 

87 

44 

88 

150 

58 

44 

52 

304 

February, 

61 

74 

56 

102 

148 

53 

51 

41 

293 

March, 

61 

81 

:  51 

161 

221 

61 

46 

36 

364 

April, 

47 

84 

69 

126 

183 

40 

53 

50 

326 

May, 

54 

113 

94 

157 

215 

67 

72 

64 

418 

June, 

55 

116 

121 

249 

255 

95 

91 

100 

541 

July, 

52 

158 

153 

235 

266 

108 

96 

128 

598 

August, 

39 

64 

41 

64 

134 

30 

25 

19 

208 

September, 

55 

92 

94 

196 

223 

78 

58 

78 

437 

October, 

67 

91 

75 

138 

183 

90 

37 

61 

371 

November, 

66 

89 

93 

125 

162 

79 

64 

68 

373 

December, 

55 

86 

63 

78 

147 

61 

32 

42 

282 

697 

1135 

954 

1719 

2287 

820 

669 

739 

4515 

[A.  2.] 

Diseases  and  Deaths  in  Arch  Street  Prison  during  the  Year  1832. 
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[B.  1.] 


Philadelphia  Prison ,  Walnut  Street ,  1831. 


In  confinement  January  1st,  1831,  Males 

Females 


Received  during  the  year,  Males 

Females 


Discharged  during  the  year — 

By  expiration  of  sentence 
“  “  Pardon 

“  “  Death 


Females  discharged 
Remaining  in  prison 

Of  those  in  prison  January  1st,  1832,  there  were*— 

White  males 
Coloured  males 

White  females 
Coloured  females 


416 

66 

-  482 

196 

66 

- 262 


744 

151 

25 

26 

202 

47 

495 

241 

171 

-  412 

18 

65 

—  83 


495 

Total  Males  and  Females . 


Males  of  the  following  age — 

Females — 

14  years  and  under 

4 

20  years  and  under 

26 

15 . 

12 

20  to  25 

22 

15  to  20 

37 

25  “  30 

10 

20  “  25 

104 

30  “  40 

20 

25  “  30 

86 

40  “  50 

4 

30  “  40 

92 

50  “  60 

1 

40  “  50 

47 

— 

50  “  60 

17 

Number  of  women, 

83 

60  “  70 

10 

70  “  80 

3 

Number  of  men, 

412 

Of  those  received  there  were 

^ m 

Males 

Females 

under  14  . 

4 

from  15  to  20 

28 

14  to  15 

2 

20  “25 

16 

15  “  20 

17 

25  “30 

8 

20  “  25 

64 

30  “40 

10 

1 

87 

62 

16 


Brought 

over 

87 

Brought  over 

62 

25  “  30 

36 

40  “50 

1 

30  “  40 

47 

50  “60 

0 

40  “  50 

14 

— 

50  “  60 

9 

Women, 

63 

60  “  70 

3 

70  “  80 

0 

3  for  24  hours  no  account  of. 

196 

Males ,  Places  of  Nativity  of  those  in  Prison. 

« 

Vermont 

1 

Spain 

1 

Delaware 

37 

France 

1 

Pennsylvania 

112 

Belgium 

1 

England 

20 

Not  ascertained 

1 

New  York 

49 

— 

Maryland 

39 

4 

Ireland 

48 

Amount  brought  up 

408 

Hamburg 

4 

Total  amount  of  men  in  Pri- 

l 

412 

New  Jersey  . 

29 

son  on  Jan.  1st,  1832. 

s 

Virginia 

17 

Offences  of  those  received  during 

Connecticut  . 

17 

the  year — 

Quebec 

1 

Passing  counterfeit  money 

2 

Germany 

6 

Blasphemy 

1 

Louisiana 

2 

Receiving  stolen  goods 

2 

D.  Columbia  . 

1 

Conspiracy  to  cheat 

4 

Massachusetts 

8 

Endeavouring  to  conceal 

Scotland 

10 

death  of  bastards 

1 

Ohio 

1 

Manslaughter 

1 

Port  Prince  . 

1 

Constructive  larceny 

1 

North  Carolina 

1 

Assault  with  intention  to 

St.  Marks 

1 

murder 

1 

Isl.  Trinidad  . 

1 

Escape  from  prison 

1 

Africa 

1 

Burglary 

1 

Georgia 

1 

Larceny  247 

262 

408 

[B.  2.] 

Annual  Sick  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison  for  the  year  1831. 

I.  SICK  IN  HOSPITAL. 


Remaining  sick  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831 

• 

16 

Taken  under  treatment  during  the  year 

• 

.  266 

Total  under  treatment, 

Of  this  number  there  were — 

V  282 

Cured 

187 

Discharged  relieved 

38 

44  pardoned 

o 

O 

44  time  expired 

4 

44  died  .  : 

29 

Total  terminated  cases,  261 

Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  December,  1831  21 
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Monthly  Statement  of  Admissions  and  Deaths . 


ADMISSIONS. 

DEATHS. 

January 

20 

4 

February 

18 

2 

March 

24 

5 

April 

18 

3 

May 

19 

2 

June 

23 

1 

July 

26 

4 

August 

19 

0 

September 

17 

• 

0 

October 

21 

5 

November 

20 

1 

December 

41 

2 

Total,  266 

Total,  29 

Diseases  in  the  Fatal  Cases ,  with  the  number  of  Deaths from  each 

Disease . 


DEATHS. 

Pulmonary  consumption  caused  6 

Dropsy  4 

Dropsy  of  the  chest  3 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  2 

Disease  of  the  spinal  marrow  2 

Mortification  2 

Paralysis,  2 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels  1 

22 

-I 

Males  26 

Females  3 


DEATHS. 


Brought  over  22 

Fever  l 

Inflammation  of  the  stomach  1 

Apoplexy  1 

Abscess  1 

Jaundice  1 

Inflammation  of  the  bladder  1 

Diarrhoea  1 

Total,  29 


Total,  29 


II.  SICK  IN  QUARTERS. 

Remaining  on  the  list  of  sick  in  quarters,  1st  of  January,  1831  14 


Received  on  the  list  during  the  year  1 153 

Total  under  treatment  during  the  year,  1167 

Of  this  number  there  were — 

Cured  .....  1057 

Transferred  to  sick  in  Hospital  .  .  87 

Total  terminated  and  transferred  cases  1144 

Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  December,  1831  23 


The  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the  year  1831  has  been  475. 
The  deaths  having  been  29,  gives  the  mortality  for  1831  at  6. 1  per  cent. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.  Physician . 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  CASES 


<*o 


8 


1-8 

«» 


*8 

o 

Q 

8 

• 

CO  CO 
£  CO 

53  ^ 
co  . 

Co  '*'■ 
•-S  Q 

5* 

CO 

*  r*s. 
<«.  -Ka 

SO  , 

p«0  ««. 

g^ 

8  8 

CO  *2 

“to  ^ 


8  S* 

.8 

rs  O 
8  8 
o  ^ 

•2  -8 
8  co 

Oh  § 

•2 

r-8 

co  8 

^  00 
r§  £ 
*§  »= 
0,0 

S  ^ 

h^n 


•ijiuom 

i[dea  u;  sqiuap  jo  ‘Oft 

|  1  ’f  snonciH^  oowhii 

3 

J 

II 

■qiuoui 

tjoca  III  S3SB3 JO  -OM 

o  ^ 't  oo  ci  co  x  a  «  o  « 

H  CM  r-  fS  r-i  — i  Cl  Cl  — 1  rH  Cl  Cl  "1* 

C* 

ou 

c* 

s 

s 

CM 

Cl 

•i»v  snsduiojj  |  1-1  ^  ©♦ 

■’T 

•sninoiuunj 

1 

rr 

•jouinj. 

1 

— 

f-i 

•si|BJoainn  enuqi 

j  rH  rH 

Cl 

CM 

•oqng 

|  —1  n 

Qi 

Cl 

'Sj[j(jdA'£ 

|  CM  CM 

~T 

•sri|ajHi|(lg  |  '“'  1-1 

C,i 

Gl 

•snssa.jsqy 

|  p-i  r-i  t-* 

CO 

— 

c* 

•sn3|Q  |  -"-1  <n 

Is* 

•snuinA 

j  <M  r-i  CO  r-i  r-i 

00 

00 

•oijBXtiq 

1 

— 

r— i 

o;i|JIlJJT!J 

|  C!  n  r- 

HT 

•BS0IJJ4OIJ91UV  I  '-' 

f— » 

•uiujjBqjqiJo 

•— «  »— •  i— 

CO 

CM 

- 

snuisiiBAjj 

|  r-l  i-l 

rH 

rH 

•sBii|iq;>a 

I  ~ 

Gl 

rH 

rH 

•K|IIJ04.)S 

j  r— i  r-n  r— i 

CO 

CO 

•sutusrieumaqy 

|  —  Cl  *-»  r-i  (M  rH  CO 

*“ 

© 

n 

•Ojl(llU[»| 

|  ' —  1 —  r-|  r-i 

■^r 

MIJOJ  B  BIUBIV' 

1 

rH 

•s-ISA[BIBJ 

1  i—i  i— 

Cl 

•oSi:u3A 

|  '  — 

c# 

rH 

•nixa|dod  v 

i~n 

1 

Bi>(l-j|uJa 

1 

— 

r^ 

•Bia|Bjn,»fy[ 

1 

»-n 

rH 

•Bl3lB|Bqd80 

j  ri  n 

r-i 

•BIllBJDIUirffJ 

1 

1 

rH 

•sijiiaAw 

1 

Cl 

a* 

sjjiisiio 

1 

r-i 

•sn.i0ioi 

1  « 

CO 

n 

CM 

sijilBilaH 

r-i 

•sniasy  |  1-1 

r-i 

1 

r— i 

•BJJBSBU  V 

r— 

1 

•sduipAn  1  '^s't 

O 

1 

— 

•nao(|.i.iB!(j 

—ii—i  Cl  CM  Cl  Cl 

® 

1 

r-i 

Oi 

•BijajiiasA'Q 

|  CM  r- i  CO  -h 

l'* 

•simaiug 

" 

r 

r— \ 

•B3l[00  |  MrtH  H8"!,r- 

s. 

ou 

i—i 

•oijBdijsqo 

1 

r— i 

rn 

•E.ia|oqo 

r-i  (X  00  'CT  n  (M 

00 

r— i 

00 

r-l 

•stsauiaiBtuaBH 

r— i 

— H 

•sisojA’fi  {  r~' 

r-i 

rH 

SIJUISB0 

n  r-i 

** 

•stsiimia 

CM  Gt  CM  CM  r-l  CO  — 1 

CO 

CO 

•9isAplomaifj 

1 

CO 

1 

(M 

rn 

•XBJuqiojpA'H 

I  Cl  i->  Cl 

*o 

1 

CO 

CM 

■BaoiulsA'(j 

1 

rr 

1 

rn 

•saptoqdAj,  nuimunanj 

r— « 

1 

rH 

•BiiiuumaUfi 

CM  JO  r*  CM  CM  r-l 

rr 

rH 

1 

CM 

© 

•snunau 

^  C<  ON  n  i—1  rH  r— 

C3 

1 

GO 

rn 

•Bzaanyiij  I  £ 

1 

TT 

CM 

CO 

•snqjiBiBO 

(X  rlTf  -1  r-i  CO 

rr 

rH 

1 

(M 

CM 

•sub||!9Uoj,  aqouBiiAO 

CM  r—  m  »— 1 

O 

1 

O 

•snqdAj, 

rr 

1 

— 

•susmimag  suqaj  |  01  "■ 

CO 

1 

CO 

■saaniuuami  suqag  I  noT-inwocu: 

CO 

CO 

1 

CM 

CO 

fr 

*Sliq9  J  |  CM  CM  r-1  70  CM  CM  CM  riri 

® 

1 

ri 

4*0 

MONTHS. 

Remaining  1st  Jan.  1631, 
January, 

February, 

March, 

ApriJ, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

No.  of  Cases. 

Deaths. 

c 

in 

<x> 

>- 

3 

o 
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Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.  Physician . 
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[B.  4.] 

Philadelphia  Prison ,  1 832. 

In  confinement  January  1st,  1832,  Males 

Females 

Received  during  the  year,  Males 

Females 


412 

83 

138 

33 


495 


in 


666 


Discharged  during  the  year,  males — 

By  expiration  of  sentence 
pardon 
death 
Escaped 


Females  discharged  in  1832 


Remaining  in  prison  on  the  1st  of  January,  1833 
Of  those  in  prison  January  1st,  1833,  there  were* 

White  males 
Coloured  males 

White  females 
Coloured  females 


150 

21 

26 

1 

198 

64 


262 


404 


203 

149 

8 

44 


Males  of  the  following  age — 


Total  males  and  females, 
Females 


352 


52 


404 


14  years  and  under 

6 

20  years  and  under 

12 

14  to  15  . 

8 

20  to  25  . 

9 

15  “  20  . 

12 

25  “  30  . 

14 

20  “  30  . 

184 

30  44  40  . 

13 

30  “  40  . 

107 

40  44  50  . 

3 

40  “  50  . 

21 

50  44  60  . 

1 

50  44  60 

10 

— 

60  4k  70  . 

3 

Number  of  women 

52 

70  “  80  ' . 

1 

Number  of  men 

352 

Of  those  received  there  were- 

Males 

Females 

under  14 

4. 

from  15  to  20 

10 

14  to  15 

3 

20  44  25 

8 

15  44  20 

7 

25  44  30 

6 

14 


24 


20 


Brought  over 

14 

Brought  over 

24 

20  “  25 

49 

30  “  40 

4 

25  “  30 

30 

40  4t  50 

3 

30  u  40 

29 

50  “  60 

2 

40  44  50 

9 

— 

50  44  60 

4 

Number  rec’d.  in  1832,  females 

33 

60  41  70 

2 

' 

70  44  80 

1 

Number  rec’d.  in  1832,  males 

138 

« 

Place  of  Nativity  of  the  Male  Prisoners. 

Vermont 

1 

Spain 

1 

Delaware 

19 

France 

2 

Pennsylvania 

155 

Belgium 

1 

England  . 

7 

North  Carolina 

1 

Ireland 

18 

Louisiana  . 

1 

New  York 

30 

Amount  brought  up 

346 

Maryland 

27 

Hamburg 

2 

Total  number  of  males 

352 

New  Jersey 

51 

— 

Virginia 

10 

Offences  of  those  received  during 

Connecticut 

9 

the  year. 

Quebec 

1 

Larceny  and  breach  of  prison 

1 

Germany  . 

4 

Passing  counterfeit  money 

1 

D.  Columbia 

1 

Forgery 

1 

Scotland 

6 

Conspiracy  to  steal 

1 

Ohio 

1 

Perjury 

1 

Port  Prince 

1 

Assault  and  battery  to  kill 

1 

St.  Marks  . 

1 

Breach  of  prison 

1 

Africa 

1 

Larceny 

164 

Georgia 

1 

Total, 

171 

[B.  5.] 

Annual  Sick  Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison  for  the  year  1832. 

I.  SICK  IN  HOSPITAL. 


Remaining  sick  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832  .  •  21 

Taken  under  treatment  during  the  year  .  .  254 


Total  under  treatment  275 

Of  this  number  there  were — 

Cured  ....  193 

Discharged  pardoned  .  .  .2 

Discharged  relieved  .  .  .24 

Discharged  time  expired  .  .  8 

Died  .  \  .  .37 

Total  terminated  cases  264 


Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  of  December,  1832  11 
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Monthly  Statement  of  Admissions  and  Deaths. 


January  . 

ADMISSIONS. 

23 

deaths 

4 

February 

19 

1 

March 

20 

5 

April 

17 

6 

May 

9 

0 

June 

29 

.  5 

July 

35 

4 

August 

42 

5 

September 

>  c 

15 

3 

October  . 

15 

2 

November 

i 

15 

1 

December 

• 

15 

1 

Total,  254 

Total,  37 

Diseases  in  the  Fatal  Cases ,  with  the  number  of  Deaths  from  each 

Disease. 


DEATHS. 

Pulmon.  consumption  caused  10 


Dropsy  of  the  chest  4 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  3 

- bowels  3 

Typhus  fever  3 

Diarrhoea  3 

Dropsy  2 

Fever  2 

Mania  a  potu  1 

White. 

Males  8 

Females  1 

Total,  9 


II.  SICK 


DEATHS. 


Scrofula  caused  1 

Disease  of  the  brain  l 

Dysentery  1 

Epidemic  cholera  1 

Atrophy  1 

Wound  1 

Total,  37 


Coloured.  Total. 
18  26 

10  11 

28  37 

QUARTERS. 


Remaining  on  the  list  of  sick  in  quarters,  1st  January,  1832  23 


Received  on  the  list  during  the  year  1079 


Total  under  treatment  during  the  year  1 102 

Of  this  number  there  were — 

Cured  ....  999 

Transferred  to  sick  in  hospital  .  .  89 


Total  terminated  and  transferred  cases  1088 


Remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  of  December,  1832  14 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the  year  1832  has  been  446. 
The  deaths  having  been  37,  gives  the  mortality  for  1832  at  8.2  per  cent. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.  Physician. 
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TABULAR  VIEW  OF  CASES 
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Extract  from  the  Message  of  Gov.  Wolf  to  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania ,  on  the  6th  of  December ,  1832. 

Our  penitentiary  system,  as  immediately  connected  with  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  criminal  justice,  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  being  of  the  first  im¬ 
portance  in  reference,  as  well  to  the  security  of  the  persons  and  property, 
as  to  the  general  morals  of  our  citizens;  and  so  far  as  regards  the  Eastern 
penitentiary,  the  philanthropic  advocates  of  penitentiary  reform,  may 
justly  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  success  with  which  their  exer¬ 
tions  have  been  crowned,  in  bringing  so  near  to  perfection,  a  system 
surrounded  by  so  many  difficulties.  The  government  of  this  prison  has 
been  conducted,  in  regard  as  well  to  its  economy  as  its  discipline,  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  all  commendation;  and  the  experiment  of  the  efficacy 
of  solitary  confinement  with  labour,  so  far  as  there  has  been  opportunity 
to  test  it,  has  exceeded  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  among 
its  friends.  On  the  25th  Oct.  1829,  the  first  convict  was  received  into 
the  Eastern  penitentiary,  and  from  thence  until  the  1st  November,  1832, 
the  whole  number  admitted  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
males,  and  four  females,  convicted  of  various  offences.  On  the  day  last 
mentioned,  there  remained  in  confinement,  ninety  male  and  four  female 
prisoners.  The  whole  number  discharged  between  the  above  dates,  bv 
reason  of  the  expiration  of  sentence,  were  twenty-eight;  nine  died,  and 
five  were  pardoned.  One  fact,  in  reference  to  this  institution,  bears 
strong  testimony  in  favour  of  its  discipline.  It  appears  that  not  a  single 
convict  discharged  from  this  prison  has  ever  been  returned  to  it,  which 
would  seem  to  prove,  pretty  clearly,  either  that  a  thorough  reformation 
has  been  produced,  or  that  a  dread  of  a  repetition  of  the  unsocial  man¬ 
ner  of  life,  which  had  proved  so  irksome  before,  has  deterred  from  the 
commission  of  crimes  within  those  limits  of  the  state  in  which  a  con¬ 
viction  would  ensure  a  sentence  to  the  Eastern  penitentiary.  The  an¬ 
nual  accounts  of  the  prison  are  not  closed  until  the  30th  of  November. 
I  have  not,  therefore,  been  able  to  ascertain,  with  accuracy,  how  far  the 
earnings  of  the  prisoners  will  be  available  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this 
institution;  it  is  believed  that  for  the  present  they  will  pay  all  except  the 
salaries  of  the  officers,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  as  soon  as  the  prison 
shall  have  been  fully  organized,  the  entire  expenses  will  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  establishment.  The  experiment  made  in  the 
Eastern  penitentiary,  has  demonstrated  the  fact,  that  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  with  labour,  does  not  impair  the  health  of  those  subjected  to  that 
species  of  discipline.  The  prisoners  work  to  more  advantage;  having 
no  opportunity  for  conversation  or  amusement,  they  eagerly  desire  em¬ 
ployment;  here  all  communication  is  cut  off;  no  one  knows  his  fellow 
prisoner;  no  acquaintance  is  formed;  no  contamination  takes  place;  the 
convict  sees  no  one;  holds  communion  with  no  one,  except  such  as  will 
give  him  good  advice;  he  is  placed  in  a  situation  where  he  has  every 
inducement  to  grow  better,  but  little  temptation  to  grow  worse;  here, 
thought  and  reflection  will  crowd  upon  the  mind,  and  prepare  it  for 
solemn  impressions,  and  for  moral  and  religious  instruction.  The  dis¬ 
cipline  established  in  this  prison,  the  manner  of  the  construction  and 
arrangement  of  the  building  itself,  and  of  the  cells  in  which  the  prisoners 
are  confined  and  employed,  are  admitted  by  all  who  have  turned  their 
attention  to  the  subject  of  penitentiary  reform,  to  possess  decided  ad¬ 
vantages  over  those  of  any  other  establishment  designed  for  similar  ob¬ 
jects,  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Foreigners,  whose  especial  business 
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it  has  been  to  visit  the  penitentiaries  in  this  country,  generally,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  information  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  peniten¬ 
tiary  punishment  and  its  efficacy  in  producing  reformation  in  those  sub¬ 
jected  to  its  discipline,  have,  with  one  voice  awarded  the  meed  of  merit 
to  that  established  in  the  Eastern  penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  of  the  four  hundred  additional  cells 
recently  directed  by  the  Legislature  to  be  constructed,  one  hundred  are 
finished,  and  will  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  plastering  shall  have  become 
sufficiently  dry,  to  receive  prisoners;  one  hundred  and  eighteen  more, 
are  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  the  whole  number  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season. 

From  the  last  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Western  penitentiary,  as 
well  as  from  a  partial  personal  inspection  of  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  its 
condition  and  the  fruits  of  the  course  of  discipline  there  exercised,  are 
directly  the  reverse  of  that  which  I  have  just  attempted  to  describe. 
From  the  imperfect  plan  of  the  building  itself,  and  the  inconvenient, 
injudicious  arrangement  of  the  cells,  the  discipline  of  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  with  labour,  cannot  be  enforced;  the  prisoners  cannot  be  restrained 
from  conversing  with  each  other;  every  prisoner  may  acquire  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  individuals  confined  within  its  walls;  contamination  from 
conversation  with  his  fellow  prisoners  may  take  place;  the  cell  of  the 
prisoner  cannot,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Eastern  penitentiary,  be  used  as 
his  work  shop,  in  which  he  may  always  be  usefully  and  profitably  em¬ 
ployed;  there  are  no  separate  yards  connected  with  the  several  cells, 
which  renders  it  necessary,  for  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  to  allow  them 
frequently  to  associate  with  each  other  in  the  common  yards.  Many 
other  defects  exist,  and  many  important  alterations  will  be  required  to 
fit  this  establishment  for  the  same  course  of  salutary  discipline  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  practised  in  the  Eastern  penitentiary.  To  remedy  the  various 
defects  and  to  place  this  institution  in  a  condition  to  answer  the  philan¬ 
thropic  design  for  which  it  was  intended,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted, 
that  a  necessity  will  be  felt  for  the  early  interposition  of  the  Legislature. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many  whose  opportunities  of  judging  add  value  to 
their  opinions,  that  religious  and  moral  instruction  are  all  important  to 
the  speedy  and  thorough  reformation  of  the  convict.  Few  of  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Clergy  can  devote  the  time,  and  pay  the  attention  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoners  that  might  be  profitably  employed  about  the  cells  of  the  peni¬ 
tentiaries.  Would  it  not  be  aiding  the  cause  of  humanity  to  supply  this 
defect  in  the  system,  by  authorizing  the  employment  of  competent  per¬ 
sons  to  attend  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  unhappy 
convicts? 


Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  * 

Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania . 

The  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  in  presenting  their  fourth 
annual  report,  congratulate  the  Legislature,  and  their  fellow  citizens, 
on  the  success  which  has  thus  far  attended  the  experiment  of  solitary 
or  separate  confinement  of  convicts,  connected  with  labour  and  moral 
and  religious  instruction. 
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It  is  a  point  now  so  generally  conceded,  as  to  become  trite  and  fami¬ 
liar,  that  in  the  congregation  of  prisoners,  consists  most  of  the  causes 
of  increase  of  crime.  This  fact  became  early  known  to  those  who  made 
penitentiary  punishment  a  subject  of  reflection  ;  and  to  obviate  this  diffi¬ 
culty,  in  the  establishment  cf  a  perfect  system,  was  the  great  desidera¬ 
tum  of  philanthropists.  Classification  was  attempted,  without  success, 
owing  to  the  unrelaxing  vigilance  necessary  to  keep  up  the  system;  the 
difficulty  of  judging  the  nature  and  disposition  of  the  individuals  to  be  thus 
classed;  and  the  natural  proneness,  in  those  who  become  subject  to  the 
criminal  laws,  to  degrade  to  one  general  level,  all  who  come  within  their 
scope  and  influence. 

In  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  important  principles  and  main  pur¬ 
poses  of  penal  enactments  are,  we  think,  fully  carried  into  effect. 

The  reformation  of  offenders,  and  the  prevention  of  crime,  by  deter¬ 
ring  others  from  its  commission,  constitute  the  great  objects  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  system  of  prison  discipline. 

Our  official  visits  furnish  us  with  abundant  testimony  of  the  disposition 
to  reform,  in  nearly  all  who  are  confined.  To  make  this  disposition  ope¬ 
rative,  requires  much  management,  and  various  treatment;  and  while, 
as  we  think,  we  succeed  with  some,  and  do  not  entirely  fail  with  others, 
it  is  made  apparent  to  us,  that  the  hope  of  effecting  a  change  in  the 
morals  of  such  as  compose  our  criminal  population  in  a  congregated 
state,  is  entirely  fallacious.  We  mark,  generally,  that  at  first  the  pri¬ 
soner  indulges  in  morose  or  vindictive  feelings,  and  is  guilty  of  turbu¬ 
lent  and  malicious  conduct:  but  after  a  few  weeks,  he  adopts  a  more 
subdued  tone,  becomes  reasonable,  and  his  countenance  indicates  a  more 
amiable  state  of  mind  ;  is  disposed  to  talk  of  his  past  life  as  one  of  mi¬ 
sery  and  folly;  begins  to  think  that  the  barrier  between  him  and  a  good 
reputation  is  not  impassable;  and  there  are  those  in  the  community,  whose 
prejudices  against  the  condemned  are  not  so  strong  as  to  induce  the 
withholding  a  friendly  countenance  to  his  attempts  at  restoration.  In 
many,  the  retrospect  of  life  becomes  a  horrible  and  loathsome  subject 
of  reflection — the  sense  of  shame  and  feelings  of  remorse  drive  them  to 
some  source  of  consolation,  and  the  ordinary  means  of  stifling  an  ac¬ 
tively  reproving  conscience  being  denied  by  reason  of  their  solitari¬ 
ness,  the  comforts  of  the  Bible  and  the  peace  of  religion  are  early  sought 
for. 

Our  anxiety  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  system,  has 
caused  a  watchfulness  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  been  discharged, 
and  attempts  are  made  to  trace  their  progress  in  life.  With  very  few 
exceptions,  the  result  has  been  satisfactory.  Some,  we  have  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe,  are  nobly  striving  to  repair  their  past  errors,  and  appear 
to  be  in  the  way  of  gaining  an  honest  reputation.  Some  are  living  or¬ 
derly  and  regular  lives,  and  appear  to  have  profited  by  their  incarcera¬ 
tion.  There  may  be  some  on  whom  no  change  has  been  wrought;  for 
we  do  not  presume  that  all  will  be  radically  reformed:  but  of  such  we 
would  say,  that  the  term  which  they  spent  in  their  lonely  cell  has  made 
such  an  impression,  as  to  induce  them  to  bid  a  long  farewell  to  the  state 
where  legislators  have  provided  a  penal  code,  involving  so  many  priva¬ 
tions.  None  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  penitentiary  have  as 
yet  returned  to  it. 

We  draw  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  operation  of  this  mode  of  pri¬ 
son  discipline  in  preventing  crime,  from  a  comparative  view  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  population  in  the  years  1826  and  1832.  We  have  not,  at  this 
period,  a  greater  number  of  convicts  in  Pennsylvania,  than  we  had  in 
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1 826.  A  glance  at  the  criminal  reports,  for  a  series  of  years  prior  to 
the  last  date,  will  show  a  gradual  increase  of  convicts:  since  then,  the 
number  has  remained  stationary,  although  the  population  of  the  state 
has  rapidly  advanced. 

Some  testimony  may  be  gathered  from  a  view  of  the  business  of  our 
city  police.  The  infrequency  of  crime  of  a  serious  character,  has  ren¬ 
dered  the  duties  of  our  police  officers  comparatively  light.  It  is  within 
the  memory  of  every  citizen,  that  a  few  years  past,  combinations  of 
rogues  of  every  stamp  called  forth  all  the  vigilance,  activity  and  courag.e 
of  our  constables.  Where  are  they  now?  Where  are  the  desperate  men 
whose  names  are  notorious,  and  who  blackened  the  calendars  of  former 
years?  departed — lost  sight  of,  or  only  serving  now  to  “  point  a  moral 
or  adorn  a  tale.” 

We  learn  from  many  sources,  that  a  wholesome  dread  of  the  misery 
of  loneliness  prevails  among  criminals,  teaching  them  to  avoid  the  crime 
or  shun  the  state  that  brings  such  punishment.  The  following  extract 
of  a  letter,  which  fell  accidentally  into  the  hands  of  our  warden,  indi¬ 
cates  strongly  the  views  that  are  entertained  upon  this  subject. 

6i  Walnut  street  Prison ,  Philadelphia. 

“  Dear  mother — The  law  has  passed,  that  all  crimes  now  committed 
shall  be  sentenced  to  that  terrific  prison,  (the  Eastern,  or  Bush  Hill 
Penitentiary.)  The  unfortunate  being  who  is  sent  there  will  be  immured 
in  a  solitary  cell,  there  to  exist  in  seclusion  and  misery  until  his  sentence 
expires,  or  death  ends  his  sufferings.  This  prison  will  be  done  away 
with  in  a  year  from  March  next;  most  of  the  men  that  shall  be  in  this 
house  at  that  time,  will  be  sent  to  Bush  Hill.  Therefore,  my  beloved 
and  excellent  mother,  commence  now,  and  let  nothing  deter  you  from 
persevering,  until  you  obtain  for  me  a  pardon.” 

The  mode  of  treatment  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  is  of  a  mild  cha¬ 
racter.  The  severity  used  in  other  prisons,  in  which  large  bodies  of 
men  are  to  be  kept  in  subjection  by  force  or  power,  is  not  required  here. 
The  warden  and  his  officers  are  considered  by  our  prisoners,  not  as  ty¬ 
rants  or  cruel  oppressors,  but  as  their  friends.  The  voice  of  kindnessis  that 
which  reaches  their  ears,  and  most  successfully  affects  their  hearts;  suit¬ 
able  labour,  daily  exercise,  cleanliness  in  their  persons  and  apartments, 
with  wholesome  diet,  and  above  all,  religious  instruction  by  personal 
conversation  and  the  public  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  all  combine  to  pro¬ 
duce  health  of  body,  and  moral  renovation  of  the  mind.  It  has  been  • 
called,  by  one  who  was  once  a  subject  of  its  wholesome  regulations,  “  a 
humane  institution;’’  and  we  believe  many  more  are  prepared  to  unite 
in  the  same  testimony.  It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  know  the  opinions 
of  some  who  have  left  the  Institution;  we  therefore  subjoin  a  few  extracts 
from  letters  received  from  these  men  since  their  discharge. 

“Accept,  my  dear  sir,  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  kindness  which 
you  have  shown  to  me  while  under  your  charge;  and  if  a  life  of  integrity, 
and  one  spent  in  the  fear  and  service  of  the  Lord,  will  be  considered  by 
you  a  sufficient  return  for  it,  I  am  in  hopes  that  you  will  receive  that 
compensation  from 

Samuel  R.  Wood,  Esq.  Yours,  respectfully.” 

To  another  officer  of  the  Institution,  one  writes:  “I  wish  to  inform 
you,  that  I  have  not  forgot  your  visits  and  advice  to  me,  as  well  as  our 
first  meeting;  and,  sir,  I  hope  you  will  remember  me  in  your  prayers, 
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and  be  assured  I  still  pray  myself,  and  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  you  for 
your  kindness  to  me.” 

Another  concludes  his  letter  with  warm  expressions  of  gratitude  to  all 
the  officers  of  the  prison,  mentioning  them  by  name,  and  returning  thanks 
for  past  kindness.  % 

We  rely  on  the  inculcation  of  religious  truth  on  the  minds  of  our  pri¬ 
soners,  and  we  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject 
of  providing  a  means  of  instruction  in  religion,  and  the  elements  of  edu¬ 
cation  of  a  more  permanent  character  than  has  yet  obtained  in  our  Insti¬ 
tution.  We  think  this  a  point  of  great  importance,  and  we  feel  it  would 
be  acknowledged  such  by  all  who  could  witness  the  deplorable  deficiency 
in  the  rudiments  of  school  learning,  and  the  anxiety  to  be  instructed 
made  manifest  among  the  prisoners. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  good  and  pious  individuals,  who 
have  volunteered  the  task  of  administering  to  the  moral  wants  of  those 
under  our  care;  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  so  much  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  can  be  gratuitously  bestowed  as  their  situations  require,  or  as  would 
work  advantageously  to  the  establishment.  Much  good  has,  however, 
been  done  by  the  ministerial  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Crawford,  who 
continues  to  labour  among  these  unhappy  men,  and  to  whom  we  thus 
publicly  express  our  thanks.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Irvine  has,  during  the  last 
five  months,  also  preached  regularly  to  some  portion  of  the  prisoners, 
and  occasionally  visited  them  in  their  cells;  yet  we  are  not  content  with 
these  services,  because  we  perceive  by  the  good  done,  that  much  greater 
good  could  be  effected  by  a  regular  stated  instructor. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  the  warden’s  report  (which  is  annexed) 
contains  some  remarks,  together  with  opinions  on  the  character  of  the 
inmates  of  the  prison,  reasons  for  the  diminution  of  crime,  and  views  of 
the  operation  of  the  system  upon  criminals  generally,  which  we  refer  to 
as  corroborative  of  those  founded  on  our  experience. 

We  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  solicit  the  pardon  of  any  prisoners 
under  our  care  during  the  last  year,  excepting  two  who  were  insane  when 
committed.  The  nature  of  our  prison  precludes  the  necessity  of  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  espionage,  which  prevails  under  the  old  plan,  and  we  have  no  re¬ 
wards  for  the  betrayal  of  plots  and  machinations.  There  has  come  no  case 
under  our  notice  which  can  claim  mitigation  for  some  mistake  of  evi¬ 
dence,  or  forpalliatory  circumstancesdeveloped  subsequent  to  conviction. 

The  certainty  of  punishment  has  much  to  do  in  preventing  crime,  and 
it  is  not  inoperative  in  inducing  old  convicts  to  avoid  this  prison,  that 
the  prospect  of  a  pardon  is  surrounded  with  so  many  difficulties. 

The  inspectors  feel  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  that  the  profits  of 
the  past  year  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Institution,  excepting  the  salaries, 
and  we  entertain  the  belief  heretofore  expressed,  that  when  the  entire 
plan  shall  be  completed,  and  the  prison  fully  occupied,  a  revenue  will 
arise  from  the  labour  of  the  convicts. 

The  report  of  the  warden  contains  some  views  upon  this  subject, 
together  with  much  valuable  information,  and  many  important  sugges¬ 
tions. 

The  report  of  the  physician  annexed,  exhibits  the  state  of  the  health 
of  the  prisoners  during  the  last  year,  as  well  as  his  opinion  of  the  effect 
of  the  system  on  mind  and  body.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  there  appears  to  be  a  disposition  in  the  authorities  of  some 
of  the  counties,  to  make  use  of  the  prison  as  a  substitute  for  a  bedlam. 
We  have  received  prisoners  whose  state  of  mind  make  them  irrespon¬ 
sible  to  the  law,  and  who  are  only  fit  subjects  for  some  lunatic  asylum. 
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The  two  cases  of  insanity  mentioned  in  the  physician’s  report,  are  known 
to  have  been  labouring  under  mental  alienation  sometime  prior  to  their 
conviction. 

The  report  of  the  building  committee,  annexed,  exhibits  the  quantum 
of  building  executed  during  the  last  year,  the  work  remaining  to  be 
done,  and  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  plan. 

The  annual  tabular  statement  required  by  law  is  herewith  presented, 
whereby  it  appears  that  34  persons  have  been  sentenced  to  this  institu¬ 
tion  during  the  last  year.  Their  offences  are  as  follow: — horse  stealing 
10;  burglary7;  manslaughter  2;  forgery  2;  perjury  1;  subornation  of 
perjury  1;  robbery  1;  arson  1;  rape  1;  unnatural  crime  1;  passing  coun¬ 
terfeit  money  2;  larceny  5. 

And  from  the  following  states  and  countries:  Pennsylvania  12;  New 
Jersey  7;  New  York  5;  Maryland  3;  Delaware  2;  Ireland  2;  France  1; 
England  1;  Switzerland  1. 

In  former  reports  the  board  have  already  expressed  to  the  Legislature 
its  judgment  of  the  practical  operation  of  this  system  of  penitentiary 
punishment,  and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  it  now  is  enabled  to  tes¬ 
tify  that  another  year’s  experience  has  confirmed  its  former  impressions. 
The  institution  has  also  been  recently  visited  and  carefully  examined  by 
committees  from  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  together  with 
numerous  members  not  on  the  committees,  and  the  board  feel  that  a  fuller 
statement  of  facts  and  impressions,  in  regard  to  the  system,  will  be 
deemed  unnecessary,  as  the  reports  about  to  be  made  to  each  house  by 
its  own  committee  must  tread  upon  much  of  the  ground  which  would  be 
occupied  by  the  members  of  this  board,  who,  like  themselves,  are  only  to 
be  regarded  as  witnesses  of  the  manner  in  which  the  institution  has 
operated. 

On  the  whole,  we  trust  and  believe  that  Pennsylvania,  who  led  the 
way  of  reform  in  penitentiary  punishment,  will  not  withhold  her  efforts 
to  complete  a  system,  so  well  adapted  to  reform  offenders,  and  restore 
them  to  society,  industrious  and  useful  citizens. 

CHARLES  S.  COXE,  President . 


(Attest,) 

Thomas  Bradford,  Jr.  Secretary. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  physician  respect¬ 
fully  presents  his  annual  report  for  1832. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  for  this  year  has,  upon  the  whole,  been 
good.  The  complaints  which  have  occurred  most  frequently,  have  been 
intermittent  fever  in  the  spring  and  autumn;  disorders  in  the  bowels  in 
the  summer;  and  catarrhs  and  rheumatic  pains  in  the  winter.  But  one 
case  of  fever  of  a  serious  type  has  occurred. 

No  facts  have  been  developed  during  this  year  to  show  that  the  mode 
of  confinement  adopted  in  the  penitentiary,  is  particularly  injurious  to 
health.  It  has  the  effect,  generally,  of  rendering  the  frame  less  robust; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  prevents  the  operation  of  numerous  causes  of  dis¬ 
ease,  to  which,  persons  of  the  class  which  generally  fill  our  prisons,  are 
usually  exposed,  either  from  necessity,  or  from  the  indulgence  of  vi¬ 
cious  habits.  The  circumstance,  indeed,  of  being  withdrawn  from  the 
influence  of  the  severer  atmospheric  vicissitudes,  such  as  wet  and  cold, 
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which  are  prolific  sources  of  disease  with  a  large  portion  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  would,  of  itself,  more  than  compensate  for  the  operation  of  any 
unfavourable  causes  to  health,  experienced  in  this  prison.  But,  when 
it  is  considered,  that  many  of  the  individuals  sent  to  our  prisons,  have 
been  in  previous  habits  of  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  the  compara¬ 
tive  healthfulness  of  the  confinement  and  mode  of  discipline  must  be 
apparent. 

The  following  table,  exhibiting  the  comparative  health  on  admission 
and  discharge,  of  the  twenty  prisoners  who  have  been  liberated  during 
this  year,  fully  confirms  the  views  here  expressed. 


No.  of  State  of  health  when  State  of  health  when 


prisoner 

received. 

discharged. 

10 

Insane. 

Insane. 

12 

Good. 

Good. 

59 

Good. 

Good. 

15 

Good. 

Good. 

18 

Subject  to  asthmatic  symp¬ 
toms. 

Same  as  when  received. 

17 

Good. 

Good. 

75 

Idiotic. 

Idiotic. 

63 

Good. 

Good. 

68 

Robust. 

Excellent. 

22 

Good. 

Good. 

24 

Good. 

Good. 

25 

Good. 

Good. 

48 

Insane. 

Insane. 

3 

Good. 

Better  than  on  admission. 

62 

Not  good. 

Improved. 

41 

Good. 

Good. 

44 

Good. 

Good. 

93 

Not  robust. 

Better  than  on  admission. 

91 

Imperfect. 

Better. 

90 

Good. 

Good. 

Four  prisoners  have  died  within  the  year.  The  state  of  health  of  these 
prisoners  on  admission,  and  the  cause  of  death  in  each  case,  is  shown 
by  the  following  statement: 


No.  of  State  of  health  on 
prisoner.  admission. 

112  Predisposed  to  insanity. 
114  Good. 

40  Good. 

49  Insane. 


Cause  of  Death. 
Mania. 
Hemorrhage. 
Consumption. 
Suicide. 


Prisoner  No.  112  was  received  on  the  16th  of  February,  1832,  appa¬ 
rently  well.  But  the  appearance  of  good  health  proved  fallacious;  for 
after  the  lapse  of  a  month,  he  began  to  show  symptoms  of  aberration  of 
mind,  and  on  the  28th  of  March,  less  than  six  weeks  after  his  reception, 
he  was  in  a  state  of  such  violent  mental  excitement,  as  to  require  to  be 
placed  in  a  dark  cell.  His  insanity  continued,  with  but  an  unimportant 
abatement  in  April,  until  the  26th  of  May,  when  he  died.  These  facts 
prove  conclusively,  that  this  prisoner,  though  apparently  well  on  admis- 
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sion,  was  strongly  predisposed  to  mania,  and  on  the  verge  of  an  attack 
of  that  disease. 

Prisoner  No.  114  was  received  on  the  22d  of  March,  apparently  in 
good  health,  and  died  on  the  31st  of  May,  after  a  confinement  of  ten 
weeks.  The  death  of  No.  40  took  place  on  the  4th  of  August,  after  an 
imprisonment  of  nearly  two  years.  No  peculiar  causes  can  be  alleged 
to  have  operated  on  his  system  in  this  penitentiary,  to  produce  his  dis¬ 
ease.  Consumption  is  a  very  prevalent  complaint  in  prisons,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  among  our  population  at  large;  and  the  prisoners  of  this  peniten¬ 
tiary  will  necessarily  be  subject  to  it,  especially  if,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
prisoner  here  referred  to,  they  have  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
lives  in  other  prisons.* 

The  physician,  as  well  from  his  personal  observation,  as  from  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  he  heard  given  before  the  coroner’s  inquest,  is  perfectly 
satisfied  that  prisoner  No.  49  was  labouring  under  insanity  when  received 
into  the  penitentiary,  and  that  he  committed  the  act  of  self-destruction 
under  the  influence  of  a  paroxysm  of  that  disease. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  health  of  the  prisoners 
has  been  good  during  this  year.  The  same  period  has  proved  destruc¬ 
tive  of  human  life,  in  portions  of  our  country,  from  the  prevalence  of 
pestilence;  but  happily,  from  the  isolated  condition  of  our  prisoners,  and 
the  regularity  of  their  lives,  the  destructive  cause  has  passed  over  them 
without  producing  disease. 

The  deaths  which  have  taken  place,  are  not  of  a  character  to  throw  a 
doubt  on  the  propriety  or  humanity  of  the  system  pursued.  Two  of 
them  have  occurred  after  very  short  periods  of  confinement,  while  health 
continues  to  be  enjoyed  by  a  number  of  prisoners  whose  periods  of  im¬ 
prisonment  have  been  the  longest.  Without  making  any  deduction  for 
the  case  of  suicide,  the  mortality  of  the  year  has  been  moderate.  Thus, 
the  average  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  throughout  the  year  has 
been  91,  and  the  deaths  having  been  4,  gives  the  mortality  at  only  4.4 
per  cent. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FRANKLIN  BACHE, 

December  31,  1832.  Physician  E.  P. 


WARDEN’S  REPORT. 

* 

After  another  year’s  experience,  with  an  increased  number  of  prisoners, 
it  will  be  pleasing  to  all  the  friends  of  separate  confinement  to  know, 
that  we  can  adopt  the  language  in  my  last  annual  report:  “That  nothing 
has  occurred  to  discourage,  but  much  to  prompt  us  in  a  steady  perse¬ 
verance  in  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  prison  discipline.”  I  believe  this 
can  be  truly  said  of  the  past  year,  as  regards  the  moral,  the  physical, 
and  the  pecuniary  state  of  the  establishment. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  previous  morals  and  habits  of 
most  of  the  inmates  of  prisons,  will  not  expect  that  all  convicts  will  be 
made  pious  men  and  good  citizens  by  incarceration  in  a  cell:  to  effect 
this  would,  indeed,  be  performing  a  miracle;  but  I  think  it  doubtful, 

*  Prisoner  No.  40  had  been  confined  four  years  and  nine  months  in  the  Walnut  street 
prison,  before  his  conviction  to  the  penitentiary. 
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whether  there  is  any  situation  in  which  an  unfortunate  man,  who  has 
wandered  from  the  path  of  rectitude,  can  be  placed,  where  he  will  so 
soon  be  made  to  feel  and  see  his  error,  and  desire  to  return  to  the  right 
way.  The  punishment  inflicted  not  merely  on  the  body,  but  on  the  mind 
of  the  prisoner,  uniting  severity  and  humanity,  is  one  which  the  un¬ 
happy  culprit  feels  with  all  its  force;  but  there  is  nothing  in  its  operation 
calculated  to  increase  his  evil  passions,  or  stimulate  him  to  hatred  or 
revenge;  those  who  have  the  care  of  him,  treating  him  with  the  kindness 
and  compassion  which  are  due  to  the  unfortunate  man,  rather  than  the 
unnecessary  and  unfeeling  harshness  too  frequently  displayed  towards 
the  victims  of  folly,  vice  and  crime,  he  is  soon  made  to  feel  that  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  his  cell  are  the  fruits  of  sin  and  transgression,  and  the  only  cer¬ 
tain  relief  to  be  obtained  is  through  his  Redeemer.  Having  no  one  to 
prompt  in  wickedness  or  shame  him  for  his  tears,  he  becomes  humbled 
in  spirit  and  anxious  for  help  in  the  way  of  truth:  and  I  am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  say,  that  I  do  believe  that  there  are  some  who  rejoice  that 
they  have  been  brought  here.  I  can  truly  say,  that  the  more  I  see  of 
the  operation  of  our  system,  and  the  more  thoroughly  I  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  character  of  its  inmates,  the  more  important  I  view 
its  establishment,  and  the  greater  its  humanity  appears.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  believe  that  the  inmates  of  prisons  are  a  set  of  outlaws  and  tiger-like 
beings,  lost  to  all  good  in  this  world,  and  without  hope  of  an  hereafter. 
Too  many,  (indeed  most  of  them,)  on  first  convictions,  are  either  ne¬ 
glected  youths  thrown  into  the  world  without  education  and  without 
friends,  (often  the  victims  of  hard  masters,)  or  ignorant  men,  the  dupes 
of  artful  knaves  who  know  how  to  elude  detection.  Neglect  of  early 
education,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  gambling  and  dealing  in  lottery 
tickets,  are  the  most  prominent  causes  of  felony. 

The  deficiency  in  common  school  learning  is  greater  than  is  generally 
supposed:  of  the  142  prisoners  which  have  been  received  here  from  the 
commencement,  only  four  have  been  well  educated,  and  only  about  six 
more  who  could  read  and  write  tolerably;  and  we  rarely  meet  with  a  pri¬ 
soner  who  has  had  attention  paid  to  moral  and  religious  instruction. 

The  Eastern  district,  that  sends  its  prisoners  to  this  penitentiary, 
comprises  a  population  of  about  one  million  of  inhabitants:  during  the 
three  and  a  half  years  in  which  the  law  has  been  in  operation,  126  per¬ 
sons  have  been  sent  here  for  all  offences  of  a  higher  character  than  lar¬ 
ceny;  and  of  the  whole  number,  but  one  that  can  be  called  a  master  spirit 
in  crime.  Many  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  diminution  of  this 
class  of  prisoners;  but  I  believe  that  it  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  the 
knowledge  that  the  community  of  thieves  have  of  the  nature  and  discip¬ 
line  of  our  establishment,  and  particularly  three  important  features  in  it. 

1st.  The  entire  separation  of  the  convicts,  both  by  day  and  night,  and 
the  seclusion  from  all  except  their  keepers. 

2d.  Their  being  deprived  from  all  intercourse  or  knowledge  of  every 
kind  with  either  their  family  or  friends. 

3d.  That  the  friends  of  the  system  would  use  their  endeavours  to  dis¬ 
courage  the  granting  of  pardons,  so  that  the  punishment  might  in  all 
cases  be  certain;  and  the  determination  of  the  board  of  inspectors  to  re¬ 
frain  from  recommending  the  Governor  to  pardon,  as  has  been  the 
practice  in  the  old  prison. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  these  features  in  our  system  have  had  an 
effect,  especially  among  the  old  convicts;  for,  of  the  142,  (the  whole 
number  received)  100  are  known  to  be  for  the  first  offence,  10  are  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  but  32  who  are  known  and  believed  to  be  old  offenders.  No 
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prisoner  whom  we  have  discharged  has  been  reconvicted,  and  the  infor¬ 
mation  from  those  who  have  left  here,  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

The  plan  pursued  from  the  first,  of  purchasing  stock  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  on  our  own  account,  while  it  has  many  advantages,  and  in  the  num¬ 
ber,  that  of  excluding  contractors  and  their  agents  from  intercourse  with 
the  prisoners,  subjects  us  to  fluctuations  common  to  all  in  trade.  The 
last  having  been  an  unfavourable  season  in  our  commercial  community, 
we  have  felt  the  effects  of  it  in  the  disposal  of  our  cotton  fabrics.  I  am 
glad,  however,  to  find,  on  the  taking  of  an  account  of  stock  and  a  settle¬ 
ment  of  our  books  to  the  first  of  last  month,  that  the  establishment  has  ' 
more  than  paid  all  its  expenses,  exclusive  of  officers’  salaries.  This 
result  is  satisfactory;  for,  although  it  never  was  contemplated  to  make 
profit  a  primary  object,  yet  it  is  desirable  that  the  convict  should  not  be 
a  burthen  to  the  state.  As  it  has  been  proven  that  they  can  work  to 
advantage  in  their  cells,  at  both  weaving  and  shoemaking,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  but,  with  proper  management,  after  a  full  organization,  every 
expense  will  be  paid  by  their  labour.  The  prisoners  are  employed  as 
follows: — 43  in  the  dying,  dressing  and  weaving;  32  shoemaking;  4  car¬ 
penters;  5  blacksmiths;  2  wheelwrights;  3  making  and  mending  clothes; 

2  washing  clothes;  1  fire  maker;  l  apothecary;  1  segar  maker;  1  cook; 
and  2  idle.  Only  nine  of  the  weavers,  and  four  of  the  shoemakers,  un¬ 
derstood  these  branches  when  first  admitted. 

Of  the  97  prisoners  now  in  confinement,  74  are  white  males,  19  co¬ 
loured  males,  and  4  coloured  females:  Eight  are  under  twenty  years  of 
age,  fifty-one  from  20  to  30,  twenty-one  from  30  to  40,  ten  from  40  to  50, 
five  from  50  to  60,  one  from  60  to  70,  and  one  over  70. 

Thirty-seven  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  thirteen  of  New  Jersey, 
seven  of  Delaware,  six  of  Maryland,  six  of  New  York,  two  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  two  of  Virginia,  one  of  Tennessee,  one  of  Rhode  Island,  eleven  of 
Ireland,  six  of  England,  one  of  Netherlands,  two  of  France,  one  of  Hol¬ 
land,  one  of  Switzerland. 

The  general  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  prisoners, has  been  such  as 
rarely  to  produce  any  unpleasant  feelings,  on  the  part  of  their  overseers, 
towards  them. 

The  result  of  three  years’  practice,  having  so  fully  demonstrated  the 
advantages  of  separate  confinement,  by  day  and  night,  over  every  other 
system  known  to  me,  I  cannot  but  desire  to  see  it  introduced  into  the 
prisons  of  every  civilized  community. 

Before  I  conclude  this  report,  I  earnestly  request  your  attention  to  one 
of  the  great  principles  on  which  our  discipline  is  founded,  namely:  The 
prevention  of  further  corruption,  by  depriving  prisoners  of  all  opportu¬ 
nity  of  forming  or  extending  an  acquaintance  with  each  other — an  ac¬ 
quaintance  which  almost  necessarily  insures  their  education  in  all  the 
modes  of  perpetrating  crime,  and  eluding  detection  and  conviction. — 
Even  if  this  almost  inevitable  result  could  be  prevented  in  the  common 
prisons  of  the  state,  as  they  are  at  present  administered;  and  if  a  pri¬ 
soner  could  be  discharged,  uncontaminated  by  his  associates,  still  his 
person  and  history  would  be  known  by  his  companions  in  confinement; 
and,  after  their  discharge,  would  too  often  be  eagerly  divulged  to  others, 
and  thus  the  new  character  of  a  repentant  convict  be  blasted,  and  he 
would  too  probably  relapse  into  his  old  habits.  In  our  penitentiary, 
this  great  evil  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is  prevented;  or,  I  should  rather 
say,  its  progress  is  arrested;  but  in  the  county  prisons,  whence  we  derive 
our  inmates,  it  exists  to  a  deplorable  and  disgraceful  extent.  In  these 
establishments,  scarcely  any  classification  is  attempted,  and  no  effectual 
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separation  is  made;  discipline  is  neglected,  corruption  increased,  refor¬ 
mation  is  hopeless,  and  many  most  flagrant  abuses  are  known  to  be  prac¬ 
tised  without  any  mitigation.  Convicts  received  by  us  from  such  county 
prisons,  may  indeed  frequently  be  reformed  by  our  discipline;  the  lessons 
of  vice  they  have  learned,  when  placed  in  a  confinement  which  the  law 
intended  should  be  salutary,  may  sometimes  be  eradicated  afterwards  ; 
but  the  great,  the  irremediable  evil,  has  already  been  effected.  The  per¬ 
sons,  See.  of  such  convicts,  are  known  to  the  great  community  of  rogues, 
and  therefore,  even  if  their  reformation  be  effected  when  discharged  from 
our  penitentiary,  too  many  temptations  to  relapse,  too  many  obstacles  to 
their  commencement  in  the  pursuits  of  honest  industry,  may  and  proba¬ 
bly  will  be  encountered  by  them.  Hence  our  institution  cannot  produce 
all  the  advantages  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  until  the  county  prisons  are 
reformed  by  the  same  plan  of  separate  confinement,  See.  which  we  pur¬ 
sue.  If  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  these  prisons  could  be  made,  by 
order  of  the  Legislature,  I  am  confident  the  remarks  I  have  made  would 
be  substantiated;  and,  that  many  important  benefits  would  result  from 
such  an  inquiry,  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  most  intelligent  and  hu¬ 
mane  citizens. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

SAMUEL  R.  WOOD,  Warden. 

Philadelphia ,  12 th-mo.  31s/,  1832. 


REPORT  OF  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  state  penitentiary  for  the  Eastern 
district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Notwithstanding  the  opportunities  embraced  so  ’constantly  by  their 
fellow  members  of  the  board,  to  witness  the  progress  of  the  great  work 
under  their  charge;  the  building  committee  in  accordance  with  their 
duties  submit  the  following  report:*— < 

The  building  operations  were  resumed  as  early  in  the  spring  as  the 
state  of  the  weather  would  warrant;  contracts  had  been  previously  made 
for  the  supply  of  the  various  materials,  which  were  seasonably  and  regu¬ 
larly  furnished  until  the  period  when  the  pestilential  scourge  visited  our 
borders  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  last;  considerable  difficulty 
then  occurred  in  procuring  some  of  them,  and  more  especially  the  iron 
castings  from  our  neighbouring  state,  New  Jersey;  the  contractor  found 
it  quite  impracticable  to  cause  their  timely  delivery,  owing  to  the  dread 
of  cholera  in  the  minds  of  those  engaged  for  the  transportation  of  them: 
this  difficulty  tended  greatly  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  work,  so  much 
so,  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  the  masons  were  about  to  be  discharged, 
and,  your  committee  have  no  doubt,  prevented  the  completion  of  the 
buildings  to  the  extent  they  anticipated  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  at 
which  time  they  confidently  expected,  that,  ere  the  approach  of  severe 
frost  should  forbid  the  prosecution  of  their  labours,  the  three  blocks  of 
cells  would  be  covered  in. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  to  have  every  branch  of  the  works  execut¬ 
ed  in  the  most  substantial  manner;  andy  our  committee  believe  that 
strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  exercise  of  proper  economy  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  materials  as  well  as  judicious  and  capable  workmen;  all 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  service,  have  manifested  industry  in 
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their  various  employments;  a  degree  of  good  feeling  and  harmony, 
almost  unexampled,  where  the  same  number  of  men  have  been  engaged, 
has  prevailed  among  them,  which  your  committee  feel  persuaded  may 
be  mainly  attributed  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  ardent  spirits;  this  great 
work  having  been  carried  on,  not  only  this,  but  the  last  year,  without 
dispensing  to  the  men  the  needless  and  too  common  usual  allowance 
of  grog;”  it  gives  your  committee  great  pleasure  to  record  this  fact, 
and  to  express  their  opinion  that,  in  more  instances  than  one,  men,  who 
had  been  habitual  drinkers  of  ardent  spirits  to  excess,  have  entirely  ab¬ 
stained;  learning  from  the  observance  of  our  rule  on  that  point,  that  they, 
could  perform  a  satisfactory  day’s  work,  without  recurrence  to  the  bot¬ 
tle:  the  number  of  hands  employed  have  averaged  about  130;  of  this 
number,  only  one  death  occurred,  and  that  of  cholera. 

The  alterations  adopted  by  the  board  on  the  suggestion  of  the  archi¬ 
tect,  in  some  of  the  minor  details,  as  well  in  the  enlargement  of  the  cells 
on  the  ground  floor,  your  committee  have  no  doubt  will  prove  judicious 
and  of  great  advantage  to  all  concerned  in  the  management  of  the  peni¬ 
tentiary.  The  alteration  of  the  sky  light,  while  it  affords  a  great  in¬ 
crease  of  light  in  the  cell,  also  gives  the  means  of  much  more  efficient 
ventilation,  and  has  induced  the  adoption  of  the  same  principle  in  the 
sky  lights  in  blocks  No.  1,  2  and  3,  with  the  most  beneficial  results. — 
The  additional  length  of  three  feet  to  the  lower  cells  offers  great  facili¬ 
ties- in  some  branches  of  manufactures  performed  by  the  convicts,  the 
loss  of  which  in  those  now  occupied  by  them  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
especially  where  the  looms  are  used. 

The  introduction  of  a  doorway  from  the  corridor  to  the  cell,  is  a  de¬ 
cided  improvement:  it  does  in  no  degree  interfere  with  the  privacy  or 
security  of  the  convict,  and  affords  the  opportunity  of  more  ready  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  prison,  whenever  a  personal  inspection  on  the  part  of 
the  inspector,  warden,  or  overseer,  or  any  official  visiter,  recognised  by 
the  law  of  the  commonwealth,  may  be  required,  obviating  altogether  the 
existing  necessity  of  exposure,  at  times  not  unfrequent,  to  the  most  in¬ 
clement  weather.  The  usual  ordinary  communication  for  handing  in 
the  food,  working  materials,  &c.,  now  in  use  is  still  preserved  in  the 
new  arrangement  of  the  door-way. 

The  plan  proposed  and  arranged  for  warming  the  cells,  by  heated  air, 
can  only  be  fully  and  satisfactorily  tested  by  experience.  As  yet,  no 
opportunity  has  offered  to  effect  this,  as  the  work  is  unfinished*— it  is 
believed,  however,  that  it  will  answer  the  desired  purpose. 

In  order  to  supply  the  prisoner  with  drinking  water,  it  is  found  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  resort  to  the  use  of  the  large  well  in  the  yard,  and 
the  forcing  pump  worked  by  horse  power.  We  are  compelled  to  this, 
from  the  fact  that  our  situation  approaches  so  near  to  the  level  of  the 
reservoir  at  Fair  Mount,  that  we  can  only  obtain  the  water  requisite  to 
carry  off  and  cleanse  the  pipes  of  the  prisoner’s  water  closet  in  his  cell: 
the  reaction  of  the  contaminated  air,  after  the  water  is  discharged  from 
the  pipes,  causes  that  in  the  cistern  to  be  impregnated  more  or  less  with 
it,  and  renders  it  unfit  for  drinking. 

One  or  two  hours’  work,  daily,  with  the  horse,  will  supply  the  tanks 
placed  in  the  second  story  of  the  centre  building,  with  a  sufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  excellent  water,  for  the  personal  use  of  all  the  prisoners. 

.Your  committee  will  here  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the  impedi¬ 
ments  that  were  experienced  during  the  existence  of  the  cholera,  they 
believe  that  the  amount  of  work  done  within  the  walls  the  past  year,  has 
been  quite  equal  to  that  of  any  previous  year  since  the  commencement; 
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emirdy  amDtr.°oP^.n;  'Vlf  kn™,edSe'  ‘hat  the  means  provided  were 
W  nyj  ,mpIe  t0  ™eet  a11  demands,  without  the  apprehension  which 
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it  will  reauire  anfo  arckl‘?ct  and  superintendent  submitted  herewith 
ings.  q  appropriation  of  Si 20,000,  to  complete  all  the  build’ 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  work  done  the  last  season. 

80of°MockiCk4S  st  6-’TPferChe!°f  T/’-  Were  ,aid  in  the  ^‘ruction 

l  i  }  ,  ’  f°rrciei  roofed  in,  plastered  and  yard  walls 

and  covererwith™amiPaltweSlTare  °f  feCOnd  St0ry!  ceIls  a"  arched 

250  tone  rvf  •  substantial  well  secured  temporary  board  roofing- 

prWy  pij  venln8, '^i '"T*  ’  mai”’  branch  ?and 

the  a^ove  building!  ’  V£nUlators’  brackets>  &c-  fi^d  in  and  about 

l?’ 500  !!rHdS  °ffirn  "T°Ught  int0  hinges,  bolts  and  other  smith  work 
1,500  yards  of  plastering  completed  in  block  No.  4,  containingToo 

12’500  5TdS  °f  £arlh  taken  from  foundations,  culvert,  levelling  v,rJ. 
&c.  and  removed  outside  the  walls  ’  levelling  yards, 

sSSSSSSSSSSSS? 

ipiiisgilP 

“t  pr^  hee!uhd  SUffiCiemly  **  t0  P,ace  th£m  ‘here 

JOHN  BACON, 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  31,  ,s32.  '^^Zmiltee. 
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deceived  at  the  particular  request  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal,  and  to  be  removed  if  his  cell  should  be  required  for  a  State  Prison. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  prisoners  received  since  commencement,  October  22,  1829, 
to  December  31,  1832,  .....  142 


Of  which  number  there  were 

Their  offences  as  follows— 

Natives  of  Pennsylvania 

58 

Horse  stealing 

36 

New  York 

13 

Burglary 

32 

New  Jersey 

15 

Forgery 

14 

Delaware 

12 

Murder,  second  degree 

8 

Maryland 

8 

Manslaughter 

8 

Connecticut 

3 

Robbery 

7 

Virginia 

3 

Passing  counterfeit  money 

7 

North  Carolina 

1 

Arson 

3 

South  Carolina 

1 

Rape 

2 

Ohio 

1 

Perjury 

2 

Tennessee 

1 

Highway  robbery 

2 

Rhode  Island 

1 

Subornation  of  perjury 

1 

Ireland 

12 

Intent  to  commit  rape 

1 

England 

8 

Assault  and  battery  with  in 

- 

France 

2 

tent  to  kill 

1 

Holland 

1 

Unnatural  crime 

1 

Switzerland 

1 

Robbing  U.  S.  Mail 

1 

Netherlands 

1 

Larceny 

16 

142 

142 

Their  ages  at  the  time  of  their 

Of  the  whole  number  received, 

reception  as  follows — 

(142,)  there  have  been  discharged — 

Under  20  years  of  age 

15 

By  expiration  of  sentence  31 

From  20  to  30 

72 

Pardoned  5 

30  u  40 

30 

Died  8 

40  “  50 

15 

Suicide  1 

50  “  60 

7 

— 

45 

60  “  70 

2 

— 

70  “  80 

1 

Leaving  in  con.  Jan.  1,  1833, 

97 

142 


Of  this  No.  107  were  white  males. 

31  col’d.  males. 

4  col’d.  females. 


142 


105  on  a  first  conviction. 


16  on  a  second 

do. 

1 1  on  a  third 

do. 

6  on  a  fourth 

do. 

2  on  a  fifth 

do. 

2  on  a  sixth 

do. 

142 


6 
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C  c .  3 

A  Statement  of  the  Criminal  Business  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  for  1831-1832. 


1831.  1832. 


OFFENCES. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

Ignoramus. 

Convicted. 

Acquitted. 

Not  tried. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

!  Ignoramus. 

Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

Not  tried. 

Assault  and  battery,  . 

227 

153 

74 

61 

32 

60 

226 

139 

87 

60 

32 

47 

to  kill, 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Blasphemy, 

1 

1 

1 

Conspiracy, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Forcible  entry. 

1 

1 

1 

Forgery  and  uttering  forged 

notes, 

4 

4 

o 

O 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Fraudulent  insolvency, 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

Cl 

O 

Larceny, 

203 

175 

28 

133 

31 

11 

138 

114 

24 

79 

22 

13 

Libel, 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Malicious  mischief, 

1 

1 

1 

Masquerade,  . 

1 

1 

Misdemeanor  not  otherwise 

enumerated. 

21 

20 

1 

6 

4 

10 

35 

31 

4 

7 

7 

17 

Perjury, 

1 

1 

1 

Rescue, 

1 

1 

1 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

7 

7 

5 

1 

1 

Riot,  . 

5 

5 

1 

4 

17 

15 

2 

4 

3 

8 

Tippling  house, 

90 

88 

2 

21 

4 

63 

97 

63 

34 

35 

7 

21 

Total, 

562 

455 

107 

227 

76 

152 

536 

383 

153 

196 

76 

111 

A  Statement  of  the  Criminal  Business  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Tei  ' miner  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  for  1831— 
1832. 


1831.  1832* 


OFFENCES. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

|  Ignoramus. 

|  Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

|  Not  tried. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

|  Ignoramus. 

|  Convicted. 

|  Acquitted.  | 

|  Not  tried. 

Arson,  ..... 

6 

O 

O 

o 

O 

3 

Assault  to  kill,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to  ravish,  .... 

1 

1 

Bigamy,  ..... 

2 

2 

Burglary,  ..... 

10 

8 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

X 

> 

Concealing  death  of  bastard  child, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Manslaugnter,  .... 

7 

5 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Misdemeanor,  ..... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Murder,  ..... 

9 

7 

2 

o 

O 

4 

Robbery,  ..... 

5 

1 

4 

1 

Total,  .... 

39 

26 

13 

10 

11 

5 

14 

6 

8 

5 

1 

0 

*  There  was  only  one  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  held  in  1832. 


43 


A  Statement  of  the  Criminal  Business  of  the  Mayor's  Court  for 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-one ,  (1831,)  and' one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two ,  (1832.) 

1831.  1832. 


OFFENCES. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

|  Ignoramus. 

Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

Not  tried. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

Ignoramus. 

Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

|  Not  tried. 

Adultery, 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Assault  and  battery, 

163 

128 

35 

46 

38 

44 

127 

96 

31 

49 

22 

25 

Assault  and  battery  to  kill, 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Assault  and  battery  to  commit 

a  rape, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bigamy,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bribery,  . 

5 

5 

5 

Bawdy  and  disorderly  house, 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Conspiracy, 

8 

8 

1 

4 

o 

O 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Disorderly  house, 

3 

3 

1 

2 

8 

7 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Forcible  entry,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Forgery  and  uttering  forged 

notes,  &c. 

13 

13 

5 

1 

7 

12 

12 

4 

4 

4 

Fornication  and  bastardy. 

7 

7 

1 

1 

5 

10 

10 

2 

2 

6 

Gaming,  . 

6 

6 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Larceny, 

186 

163 

23 

112 

31 

20 

167 

146 

21 

97 

26 

23 

Libel, 

2 

2 

2 

Misdemeanors  not  otherwise 

described, 

12 

12 

2 

5 

5 

10 

9 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Nuisance, 

4 

4 

1 

o 

O 

3 

3 

3 

Perjury,  . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Riot,  &c. 

13 

10 

O 

5 

5 

8 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

1 

1 

1 

Tippling  house,  . 

100 

85 

15 

46 

O 

O 

36 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Attempt  to  poison, 

1 

1 

1 

Indecency, 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Incestuous  marriage, 

1 

1 

1 

537 

457 

80 

224 

90 

143 

366 

310 

56 

159 

63 

88 

A  Statement  of  the  Criminal  Business  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States ,  holden  at  Philadelphia ,  in  and for  the  District  of 
Pennsylvania ,  in  the  third  Circuit  for  1831-1832. 

1831.  1832. 


OFFENCES. 

No.  of  bills. 

True  bills. 

|  Ignoramus. 

1  Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

|  Not  tried. 

|  No.  of  bills. 

|  True  bills. 

CO 

3 

£ 

s— 

O 

C 

bn 

l-H 

|  Convicted. 

|  Acquitted. 

|  Not  tried. 

REMARKS. 

Forgery  and  uttering  forged 

notes,  &c. 

10 

9 

1 

2 

2 

5 

20 

20 

1 

2 

17 

Resisting  a  Custom  House 

Recognizance  of  defend- 

Officer,  . 

1 

1 

1 

ant  forfeited. 

Assault  with  a  dangerous 

weapon,  . 

2 

2 

2 

Do.  do. 

T  otal. 

11 

10 

1 

2 

2 

6 

22 

22 

1 

2 

19 

_ r 
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NOTE; 

Since  the  preceding  report  was  presented,  on  the  first  of  January,  se¬ 
veral  interesting  events  have  occurred,  which  have  been  submitted  to 
the  notice  of  the  Society  at  their  meetings,  in  the  usual,  manner.  As 
these  will  be  published  in  the  next  annual  report,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
mention  them  in  detail — but  a  brief  notice  of  a  few  of  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  facts  may  not  be  uninteresting,  and  is  therefore  appended  to  the 
report. 

1.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  made  during  the  present 
spring  an  appropriation  of  Si 30,000  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  ' 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  which  building  is  now  in  rapid  progress. 

2.  An  Act  has  been  passed  authorizing  the  demolition  of  the  cells 
within  the  walls  of  the  Western  Penitentiary,  and  the  construction  of 
cells  similar  to  those  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  in  which  the  same 
system  of  prison  discipline  is  to  be  established — §60,000  have  been  ap¬ 
propriated  for  this  purpose. 

3.  An  Act  has  been  passed  authorizing  the  commissioners  for  the 
erection  of  the  prison  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  borrow 
an  additional  sum  of  §70,000  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  prison, 
and  pledging  the  building  now  known  as  the  Arch  Street  Prison  as  a 
security  for  the  loan  of  the  preceding  sum — this  prison  will  therefore 
be  superseded  and  sold,  and  the  system  of  separate  confinement  be  effec¬ 
tually  introduced  in  the  new  establishment,  as  provided  by  the  Act  of 
30th  March,  1831. 

4.  An  Act  has  also  been  passed  during  the  same  session  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  prison  for  the  county  of  Allegheny,  providing  therein 
for  the  establishment  of  the  same  system.  It  is  therefore  a  subject  of 
congratulation  that  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  this  system  have  been  so 
far  successful  that  all  those  great  prisons  in  which  Jyths  of  the  persons 
confined  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  are  now,  or  rather  soon  will  be  when 
the  buildings  shall  be  completed,  conducted  according  to  the  system 
which  the  Society  has  advocated  from  their  origin  to  the  present  time. 

5.  A  number  of  influential  citizens  of  Chester  county  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  making  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  a  county 
prison  at  West  Chester  according  to  the  same  system,  and  a  plan  of  the 
building  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Walter,  the  architect  of  the  Philadelphia 
county  prison. 

6.  An  Act  has  been  passed  at  the  session  of  1832-3  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  authorizing  the  demolition  of  their  present 
defective  prison,  and  the  erection  of  another  near  Trenton,  “on  the 
principle  of  separate  confinement,  with  labour,  &c.  as  practiced  at  the 
Eastern  State  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania, ”  and  the  works  are  in  rapid 
progress,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  distinguished  architect,  John 
Haviland,  Esq.  to  whom  our  country  is  indebted  for  the  plan  and  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  justly  celebrated  penitentiary  of  the  eastern  district  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Several  improvements  have  been  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  in  the 
new  edifice.  The  inspectors  of  the  Western  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania 
have  also  availed  themselves  of  the  valuable  experience  of  this  gentleman, 
by  conferring  on  him  the  office  of  architect,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  su¬ 
perintending  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings  in  that  establishment. 


